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IXA NLP group http://ixa.si.ehu.es 

    +
 OpeNER (2 years started on July 2012)
 NewsReader (3 years started on January 2013)
 LoCloud (3 years started on January 2013)
 Readers (3 years started on January 2013)

http://ixa.si.ehu.es/Ixa


  

The NewsReader project

 Process financial news in 4 different European languages 
(English, Dutch, Spanish, Italian). 

 Extract what happened to whom, when, and where. 
Align, storing provenance, not discarding any information.

 Distinguish unfolding story lines. 

 Assist financial decision support by explaining current 
events.

 Automating Detective Work

 Discovering story lines on the Web



  

The NewsReader project

 Consortium

 VU University Amsterdam (NL)
 University of the Basque Country (ES)
 Fondazione Bruno Kessler (IT)
 LexisNexis (multinational)
 ScraperWiki (GB)
 Synerscope (NL)

 Funded by EU FP7 programme, grant 316404

 Jan. 2013 - Dec. 2015



  



  

 Archives covering
decades

Daily stream of documents

Daily documents considered by
individual decision makers

Thousands of decision makers 

Events, sources and background data consulted
Unknown volume

25 billion documents: news, 
company reports,manager biographies,..

50-3,000 

2 million sources

The problem

 Beyond result list paradigm
 Duplications, repititions: new/old
 Incomplete, piece-meal
 Inconsistent and contradictory
 Coloured and opinionated
 Unauthorized



  

Example: the Hua Feng enters the 
harbor and nobody cares ...



  

http://shipphotos.wordpress.com



  

http://www.tradewindsnews.com



  



  

http://www.trafigura.com



  

The task

 discover the events that preceded and possibly led to a 
current event and summarize these for a human user

 investigate participating actors, places, moments in 
time and a limited number of relations between these

 follow all leads in parallel
 search for information on the web
 store the connections in an RDF graph, keeping precise 

track of the provenance of the connections
 summarize and present the results as a story line



  

Story lines (= narrative charts?)
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