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= OpeNER (2 years started on July 2012)
= NewsReader (3 years started on January 2013)
= LoCloud (3 years started on January 2013)

: X a - Readers (3 years started on January 2013)


http://ixa.si.ehu.es/Ixa

The NewsReader project

= Process financial news in 4 different European languages
(English, Dutch, Spanish, Italian).

= Extract what happened to whom, when, and where.
Align, storing provenance, not discarding any information.

= Distinguish unfolding story lines.

= Assist financial decision support by explaining current
events.

= Automating Detective Work

= Discovering story lines on the Web



The NewsReader project

= Consortium

= VU University Amsterdam (NL)

= University of the Basque Country (ES)

= Fondazione Bruno Kessler (IT)

= LexisNexis (multinational)

= ScraperWiki (GB)

= Synerscope (NL)
= Funded by EU FP7 programme, grant 316404
= Jan. 2013 - Dec. 2015
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The problem

Thousands of decision makers

=~ Beyond result list paradigm
-~ Duplications, repititions: new/old

™ = Incomplete, piece-meal
Daily documents considered by = Inconsistent and contradictory
individual decision makers ~ Coloured and opinionated
=~ Unauthorized
Daily stream of documents

Archives covering 25 billion documents: news,
decades company reports,manager biographies,..

Events, sources and background data consulted
Unknown volume

| WIKILEAKS NEEDS YOU
() 6 # AnouThow U (

WIKIPEDIA

The Free Encyclopedia
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http://shipphotos.wordpress.com

First, | want to say sorry for this ve : : lense, which was
decentered in 2008. To the photo: Ex{ "Culf Jash” (today “Hua Feng") passing Cuxhaven
bound for Hamburg on the 07.10.2008
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ttp [/www.tradewindsnews.com

Ship data from: Clarkson Research Services Limited

w : Probo Koala) Dead/Demolished 47,980 DWT, Bulk/0il Carrier, Built 1989

Owners/Managers are Gulf Navigation, Built at Hanjin H.I., Double Hull, Panama Flagged, RINA Classed, Ice
Strengthened C Class, Length Overall of 182.80 m., Length Between Perpendiculars of 175.72 m., Draught of 13.09 m.,
Beam of 31.98 m., 53.35 Tonnes per Centimetre Immersion, Gross Tonnage of 31,255, MAN B. & W. Engine, Speed of
15.00 kts at 2B8.00 tonnes per day, Heavy Fuel Qil, Horsepower of 12,B00B at ...

Owner/Manager Details
Gulf Navigation Group
Specialised Details

Cargo Capacities of 51,000 cu.m. and 321,000 Barrels, Segregated Ballast Tanks, Clean Ballast Tanks, 7 Tanks, Epoxy
Tank Coating, Grain Capacity of 50,669 cu.m., 7 Holds, 7 Hatches, Strengthened for Heavy Cargo, 2 Gantry Crane(s)
with a safe working load of 28 tonnes.

Additional information

IDENTIFICATIONg Exnames are Prcbu Koala, Prnhn Baoning. §all Sign 3FOGY9, IMO Number B309B816.

DIMENSIONS/TOR 6 mast air draft of 46.60 m., Tonnage of 26,146 Panama
Canal Net, 26,837 Suez Canal Net, 14 25? Internatmnal MNet, 14,389 Light Displacement and 47,222 Dwt (long). ENGINE
DETAILS: Engine Description 2 S.A. 4-cyl., Engine Model 4LBOMC-E Mk1. CARGO HANDLING: 7 Centre Tanks with a
capacity of 51,000 cu.m., Crude Oil Washing, Ore Cargo Capacity of 51,000 cu.m., Grab Fitted, Hatch Dimensions are 6
@ 13.50 x 20.20 m., 1 @ 13.50 x 12.20 m. SAFETY AND OTHER DETAILS: Last known special survey in July 2004,
Clean Ballast Tanks, Inert Gas System.

Reported Sale and purchase information

Reported Sales available on Shipping Intelligence Network

Reported Fixture information

Reported Fixtures available on Shipping Intelligence Network
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2006 Ivory Coast toxic waste dump

WIKIPEDIA
The Free Encyclopedia From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

_ The 2006 Cote d'lvor® toxic wasteymp was a health crisis in Cote d'lvoire in which a ship
plai page registered in Panam tered by the Dutch-based oil and commodity shipping
Contents

company Trafigura BeMdggr BV, offloadegd#Oxic waste at the Ilvorian port of Abidjan. The waste was then

i S o dumped by a local contractor at as many as 12 sites in and around the city of Abidjan in August 2006.

Current events
The gas caused by the release of these chemicals is blamed by the UN and the government of Cote

d'lvoire for the deaths of 17 and the injury of over 30,000 Ivorians, with injuries that ranged from mild
headaches to severe burns of skin and lungs. Almost 100,000 Ivorians sought medical attention for the

Random article
Donate to Wikipedia

¥ Interaction effects of these chemicals.!! ' =
Help Atruck full of garbage on the o=
e The substance was claimed by Trafigura to have been "slops", or waste water from the washing of the streets of Abidjan. Much of
r o '_tlpe IZ | Probo Koala's tanks. An inguiry in the Netherlands, in late 2006, revealed the substance was more than Traﬁgura's toxic waste was dumped
bt faaia 500 tonnes of a mixture of fuel, caustic soda, and hydrogen sulfide for which Trafigura chose not to pay a in large open areas in the poor

Recent changes
Contact Wikipedia

€1,000 per cubic metre disposal charge at the port of Amsterdam. The Probo Koala was turned away by Eiburs afthe o9

several countries before offloading the toxic waste at the Port DfAbidjan.[Z]m

il Trafigura denied any waste was transported from the Netherlands, saying that the substances contained only tiny amounts of hydrogen

b Print/export sulfide, and that the company did not know the substance was to be disposed of improperly. In early 2007, the company paid US$198 million
for cleanup to the Ivorian government without admitting wrongdoing, and the Ivorian government pledged not to prosecute the company.["’]

¥ Languanss A series of protests and resignations of lvorian government officials followed this deal.

Eesti

Espafiol In 2008, a civil lawsuit in London was launched by almost 30,000 Ivorians against Trafigura. In May 2009, Trafigura announced it would sue the
e BBC for libel after its Newsnight program alleged the company had knowingly sought to coverup its role in the incident. In September 2009
e The Guardian obtained and published internal Trafigura emails showing that the traders responsible knew how dangerous the chemicals were.

2Edit links Shortly afterwards Trafigura offered an unnamed settlement figure to the class action suit against it.[°]

Contents [hide]
1 The incident
1.1 Background
1.2 Dumping
1.3 Immediate effects
1.4 Trafigura's description of events

b4 zotero



http://www.trafigura.com

Media Corrections . . .
“Our item headlined Success for the Guardian
Times correction, 7 September 2009 (PDF)

*..Trafigura have always disputed that the dumping caused, or cou (26 April, page 2) erroneously linked the
e e ot e e personalinjuy actonbeina bess™ . dumping of toxic waste in Ivory Coast from a

vessel chartered by Trafigura with the deaths
BBC broadcast apology, 17 December 2009 (PDF)

“We accept that the independent expers who have considered thig Of a number Of WeSt Africans...”

waste and these serious consequences. We withdraw those allega

— Guardian
Independent apology, 27 February 2010 (Weblink)

“On 17 September 2008 our front page story ‘Toxic shame’ concernBOTNETOGATSENEMERTIN e UR oTcams by maviduals who m—ms

alleged that they had been injured when waste from a Trafigura chanered ship was illegally dumped... The article stated that
claimants had been maimed and wrongly suggested that, due 1o the settlement, claims of more serious injuries including
miscarriages would not be tested in the High Court case. In fact such claims had already been withdrawn earlier last year...”

Times Online correction, 30 April 2010 (PDF)

“..We wish to make clear that the dumping was not carried out by Trafigura as the article may have suggested but by an
independent local contractor without Trafigura's authority or knowledge. Furthermore, in September 2009 lawyers for lvorians who
were suing Trafigura over injuries allegedly caused by the dumping acknowledged that at worse the waste could only have caused
fiu-like symptoms..."

Guardian apology, 6 May 2010 (PDF)
*Our item headlined Success for the Guardian (26 April, page 2) erroneously linked the dumping of toxic waste in lvory Coast from a
vessel chartered by Trafigura with the deaths of a number of West Africans...”

Economist correction, 16 December 2010 (Weblink)

“In our article on corporate leaks last week ‘Be afraid’, we said that in September 2009 WikiLeaks had posted a UN report showing
Trafigura had dumped hazardous waste in Cote d'lvoire. In fact, the report leaked was a draft of a study commissioned by Trafigura
itself...”



The task

= discover the events that preceded and possibly led to a
current event and summarize these for a human user

Investigate participating actors, places, moments in
time and a limited number of relations between these

follow all leads in parallel
search for information on the web

store the connections in an RDF graph, keeping precise
track of the provenance of the connections

summarize and present the results as a story line



Story lines (= narrative charts?)
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